
CITY OF BELL GARDENS
CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2019, 6:00 PM

AGENDA

LOCATION: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, 7100 GARFIELD AVENUE, BELL GARDENS, CA
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related modification or
accommodation in order to participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, may request such modification or
accommodation from the City Clerk at (562) 806-7704. Notification 48 business hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to
make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting. Any writings or documents provided to the majority of the
City Council/Successor Agency regarding any item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the
Receptionist Counter, City Hall, 7100 Garfield Avenue, Bell Gardens, CA, during normal business hours.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Pedro Aceituno, Council Member
Marco Barcena, Council Member
Jennifer Rodriguez, Council Member
Lisseth Flores, Mayor Pro Tem
Alejandra Cortez, Mayor

CLOSED SESSION REPORT

PRESENTATIONS

• Certificate of Recognition for BGHS and CSUN Alumni Fred Fregoso
a

• Presentation from California Cities for Self-Reliance JPA on Attorney
General Bureau of Gambling Control Issue

a

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY

(Three minutes per person, subject to a total period of 30 minutes)
This public comment period is for items listed on the CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ONLY. Submit a WHITE public comment card
with the agenda item number you would like to discuss to the City Clerk prior to the start of this period. Cards that are submitted
with no agenda item listed will be moved to the final public comment period. There will be no further cards accepted once the
public comment period has started. Comments are limited to three (3) minutes per person, subject to an overall thirty (30) minute
period. Please direct your comments to the Mayor and observe the Rules of Decorum appropriate to the Council Chamber. State
law prohibits the City Council from discussing any item not appearing on the posted City Council Agenda.

CONSENT CALENDAR (Items No. 1-4)
All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and can be acted on by one roll call vote. There will
be no separate discussion of these items unless members of the City Council request specific items to be removed from the
Consent Calendar for separate action. Items called for separate discussion will be heard as the next order of business
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1. GENERAL MOTION TO WAIVE FULL READING AND APPROVE
ORDINANCES BY TITLE ONLY PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 36934
In order to expedite the conduct of business at City Council meetings, California
State Law (California Government Code Section 36934) allows Ordinances to be
read by title if a majority of the legislative body supports the motion to waive the full
reading.
Recommendation:
It is staff recommendation that the City Council approve a general motion to waive
full reading and approve Ordinances by title only pursuant to California Government
Code Section 36934.

a
2. WARRANT REGISTERS AND WIRE TRANSFERS

In approving the action of receiving and filing the warrant registers, the official
minutes of the Bell Gardens City Council should state that each individual member
of the City Council is not voting on, influencing the outcome of, or participating in
approving, accepting, receiving or filing any warrant which bears the name of the
same council member, or pays for any costs or expenses, or otherwise benefits the
same named council member. Each council member will not be participating,
influencing or voting on any such warrant bearing their name or which benefits the
same named council member, but with that exception is voting in favor of receiving
and filing all other warrants contained in this report, unless otherwise noted on the
record at the time of the approval of the action required by this report.
Recommendation:
It is staff recommendation that the City Council receive and file the warrant
registers, wire transfers, and net payrolls dated 07/03/19, 07/09/19, 07/16/19,
07/18/19, and 07/23/19.

a
3. APPROVAL OF JULY 22, 2019 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

July 22, 2019 - Closed Session and Regular Meeting Minutes
Recommendation:
It is staff recommendation that the City Council approve the attached minutes. 

a
4. CLAIM REJECTION

Claims were filed with the City.  Staff directed the claims to the City's general
liability claims administrator Carl Warren & Company for processing, review, and
investigation.  Following the investigation, Carl Warren & Company and City staff
determined that the City is not liable for the claims.
Recommendation:
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It is staff recommendation that the City Council reject the following claims and the
claimants and/or their representatives be notified:
 

Edwin Cruz v. City of Bell Gardens (DOE 11/24/2018; DOR 05/22/2019)
Parra et al v. City of Bell Gardens (DOE 10/1/2018; DOR 4/2/2019 )

  
The City's general liability claims administrator, Carl Warren & Company,
recommends that these claims be rejected.  The claimants, subject to certain
exceptions, shall have up to six months to file a court action subsequent to the City
Council's rejection.

a

DISCUSSION (Items No. 5)

5. DRIVEWAY PARKING PERMIT SURVEY
Staff was directed by City Council to explore parking strategies to address the
parking demand within the City.  One such strategy is using one's own private
driveway for parking.  Although the California Vehicle Code prohibits motorists from
parking cars so that they block driveways, it also specifically allows cities to create
permit programs to allow property owners to park in front of their own driveways. 
 Should the City Council decide to proceed with this parking program, an ordinance
would need to be established to set forth procedures, requirements, and fees for
the proposed program. 
Recommendation:
It is staff recommendation that the City Council provide staff direction on whether to
pursue an ordinance allowing residents to park in front of their own driveways.   

a

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS UNDER THE SUBJECT
MATTER JURISDICTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

(Three minutes per person, subject to a total period of 30 minutes)
This public comment period is for items UNDER THE SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL ONLY. 
Submit a PINK public comment card with the matter you would like to discuss to the City Clerk prior to the start of this period.
There will be no further cards accepted once the public comment period has started.  Comments are limited to three (3) minutes
per person, subject to an overall thirty (30) minute period.  Please direct your comments to the Mayor and observe the Rules of
Decorum appropriate to the Council Chamber. State law prohibits the City Council from discussing any item not appearing on the
posted City Council Agenda.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

ADJOURNMENT

Posted by: Vanessa Quiroz, Acting City Clerk Date: August 8, 2019 Time: 12:00 p.m.
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CITY OF BELL GARDENS
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

AGENDA REPORT  
Item 1.

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
BY: Kristina Santana, City Clerk
SUBJECT: GENERAL MOTION TO WAIVE FULL READING AND APPROVE

ORDINANCES BY TITLE ONLY PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 36934

DATE: August  12, 2019

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is staff recommendation that the City Council approve a general motion to waive full reading and
approve Ordinances by title only pursuant to California Government Code Section 36934. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
In order to expedite the conduct of business at Council meetings, California State Law (California
Government Code Section 36934) allows Ordinances to be read by title if a majority of the
Council supports the motion waiving the full reading.  Most California cities adopt a standard
motion at the beginning of each meeting in order to effectuate this waiver. 
 
Since most of the Ordinances introduced and adopted consist of multiple pages of technical
language, reading by title only allows the Council to eliminate the communication of redundant
information and attend to other matters during the meetings.  Otherwise, the entire Ordinance
language will have to be read in full.

CONCLUSION: 
Allowing ordinances to be read by title only, according to California State Law, will expedite the
conduct of business at Council Meetings. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
No fiscal impact. 

APPROVED ELECTRONICALLY BY:
Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
Marc Tran, Interim Assistant City Attorney for Rick R. Olivarez, Interim City Attorney
Will Kaholokula, Director of Finance and Administrative Services
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CITY OF BELL GARDENS
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

AGENDA REPORT  
Item 2.

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
BY: Will Kaholokula, Director of Finance & Administrative Services
SUBJECT: WARRANT REGISTERS AND WIRE TRANSFERS
DATE: August  12, 2019

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is staff recommendation that the City Council receive and file the warrant registers, wire
transfers, and net payrolls dated 07/03/19, 07/09/19, 07/16/19, 07/18/19, and 07/23/19.
 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
The attached warrant registers, wire transfers, and net payrolls are for  07/03/19,
07/09/19, 07/16/19, 07/18/19, and 07/23/19. The warrant registers, wire transfers, and net
payrolls reflect the obligations of the City for the above referenced dates.

CONCLUSION: 
If the recommendation to the City Council is approved, the warrant registers, wire transfers, and
net payrolls dated 07/03/19, 07/09/19,  07/16/19, 07/18/19, and 07/23/19 will be received and
filed. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 Descrip on Check Date  Reference Number Amount
  Warrant register   07/09/19 170407 - 170410 $           278.40
   Total Vouchers    278.40
     
  Warrant register   07/09/19 170411 - 170483     187,985.53
   Total Vouchers     187,985.53
     
 Wire transfer   07/03/19  1356 - 1359               216,935.31
 Warrant register   07/09/19  170484 - 170500 14,950.56
   Bank total 231,885.87
 Net payroll transfer   07/03/19  - 409.259.18
   Total Vouchers 641,145.05
     
 Warrant register   07/16/19 170501- 170553    140,493.83
   Total Vouchers          140,493.83
     
  Wire transfer   07/16/19 1360 - 1361    5,634,968.00

 Warrant register   07/16/19 170554 - 170577       56,772.53
    Total Vouchers 5,691,740.53
     
  Wire transfer   07/23/19 1362         8,648.00
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  Warrant register   07/23/19 170579 19,682.25
   Total Vouchers    28,330.25
     
  Warrant register   07/23/19 170580 - 170628         323,561.62
    Total Vouchers 323,561.62
     
  Wire transfer   07/18/19 1363 - 1366      333,749.10
  Warrant register   07/23/19 170629 - 170683 321,842.17

  Bank Total 655,591.27
  Net payroll transfer   07/18/19  511,848.06
    Total Vouchers 1,167,439.33
     
   Grand Total Vouchers $ 8,180,974.54

 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Exhibit 1 - Warrant Register

APPROVED ELECTRONICALLY BY:
Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
Marc Tran, Interim Assistant City Attorney for Rick R. Olivarez, Interim City Attorney
Will Kaholokula, Director of Finance and Administrative Services
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CITY OF BELL GARDENS
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

AGENDA REPORT  
Item 3.

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
BY: Vanessa Quiroz, Acting City Clerk
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF JULY 22, 2019 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
DATE: August  12, 2019

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is staff recommendation that the City Council approve the attached minutes. 
 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
Every City Council Meeting, the City Clerk summarizes the actions and comments made by the City
Council.

CONCLUSION: 
If approved, the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting will be archived in the City Clerk's
Office.
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
No fiscal impact.  

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Exhibit 1 - Minutes of July 22, 2019

APPROVED ELECTRONICALLY BY:
Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
Marc Tran, Interim Assistant City Attorney for Rick R. Olivarez, Interim City Attorney
Will Kaholokula, Director of Finance and Administrative Services
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CITY OF BELL GARDENS 
 CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING – CLOSED SESSION  
MONDAY, JULY 22, 2019, 5:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 
 

LOCATION: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, 7100 GARFIELD AVENUE, BELL GARDENS, CA 
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related modification or 
accommodation in order to participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, may request such modification or 
accommodation from the City Clerk at (562) 806-7704.  Notification 48 business hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Cortez called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Present:  Council Members Aceituno, Barcena, Rodriguez; Mayor Pro Tem Flores; 
Mayor Cortez 

Absent:   None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY  
 
Mayor Cortez opened the public comment period. There were no speakers.  Mayor Cortez closed 
the public comment period and asked Interim City Attorney Rick Olivarez to announce the Closed 
Session items.  Interim City Attorney Olivarez announced that the Council would recess to discuss 
the three items posted on the agenda. The Council then recessed to the Council Conference 
Room (see page _ for report on Closed Session) at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the following matters: 

 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

1.  Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Exposure to Litigation Pursuant to 
Government Code Section 54956.9 Subdivisions (d)(2) and (e)(1) 

 One potential case. 
 
2. Closed Session Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957 – Public Employee 

Performance Evaluation 
 Title of Employee: City Clerk 
 
3. Public Employee Discipline/Dismissal/Release Pursuant to Government Code 

Section 54957 
 One (1) matter     
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                             CITY OF BELL GARDENS 
CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
MONDAY, JULY 22, 2019, 6:00 P.M. 

MINUTES 
 

LOCATION: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER, 7100 GARFIELD AVENUE, BELL GARDENS, CA 
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related modification or 
accommodation in order to participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, may request such modification or 
accommodation from the City Clerk at (562) 806-7704.  Notification 48 business hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to the meeting. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Cortez called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL OF CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Present:  Council Members Aceituno, Barcena, Rodriguez; Mayor Pro Tem Flores; 
Mayor Cortez 

Absent:   None  
 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
 
Closed session report was provided at the end of the meeting. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 

• Southeast Water Efficiency Project 
Tammy Hierlihy from Central Basin Water District provided a presentation on the 
Southeast Water Efficiency Project to Council. 
  

• Certificate of Recognition for BGHS and CSUN Alumni Fred Fregoso 
This presentation was postponed to the August 12, 2019 City Council Meeting.  

 

• Eco-Rapid Transit - West Santa Ana Branch Presentation by Michael Kodama 

City of Artesia Council Member and Vice Chair Eco-Rapid Transit member Ali Sajjad 
Taj thanked Mayor Pro Tem Lisseth Flores for being a member and introduced Michael 
Kodama. Mr. Kodama thanked the Council, City Manager Michael O’Kelly and Director 
of Public Works Chau Vu and provided an update on the project to Council. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING (Item No. 1) 
 
1. ZONING CODE AMENDMENT NO. 2017-060 - ORDINANCE NO. 884 COMMERCIAL 

BUILDING SETBACKS 
The City Council will consider Zoning Code Amendment No. 2017-060 and introduction of 
Ordinance No. 884 which proposes to amend Chapter 9.12, “Commercial Zones,” Section 
9.12.040, “Development Standards,” Table 9.12.B. “Commercial Development Standards 
Matrix,” eliminating the requirement for a rear yard and a side yard building setback in the 
C-S (Commercial Service and Professional), C-3 (Medium Commercial), C-4 (Heavy 
Commercial), and CM (Commercial Manufacturing) zoning districts where properties with 
the above said zoning about existing nonconforming residential or open space uses. 
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Recommendation: 
It is the recommendation of the Planning Commission that the City Council take the 
following action: 

 
1. Approve Zoning Code Amendment No. 2017-060 and introduce and waive first 

reading of Ordinance No. 884 amending the Bell Gardens Municipal Code Title 9 
Zoning and Planning regulations as follows: 
 
a. Amend Chapter 9.12, “Commercial Zones,” Section 9.12.040, “Development 

Standards,” Table 9.12.B. “Commercial Development Standards Matrix,” 
eliminating the requirement for a rear yard and a side yard building setback in 
the C-S (Commercial Service and Professional), C-3 (Medium Commercial), 
C-4 (Heavy Commercial), and CM (Commercial Manufacturing) zoning districts 
where properties with the above said zoning abut existing nonconforming 
residential or open space uses. 

 
Mayor Cortez announced the Public Hearing Item No. 1 and stated that this item was continued 
from the July 8, 2019 City Council Meeting. 
 
At this point (6:26 p.m.) Council Member Aceituno left the dais. 
 
City Manager O’Kelly announced this is the sixth time this item has come back to Council.  
 
Acting Community Development Director/City Planner Carmen Morales gave a brief summary 
and PowerPoint Presentation. 
 
Mayor Cortez opened the public comment period at 6:29 p.m. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Mayor Cortez closed the public comment period at 6:29 p.m. 
 
There were no Council Member comments. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
AYES:  None 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY  
Mayor Cortez announced a letter was submitted from Josephina Huerta expressing her support 
to Item No. 8 – ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELL 
GARDENS AMENDING CHAPTER 16.40 TO PROHIBIT THE SALES AND USE OF ALL 
FIREWORKS WITHIN THE CITY. Interim City Attorney Rick Olivarez read the letter aloud. 
Original letter attached.  
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CONSENT CALENDAR (Items No. 2-5) 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Cortez, and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Flores, to approve the 
consent calendar. 
 
The motion carried 4-0 with the following vote. 
 
AYES:  Council Members Barcena, Rodriguez; Mayor Pro Tem Flores; Mayor Cortez 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Council Members Aceituno 
ABSTAIN: None  
 
1. GENERAL MOTION TO WAIVE FULL READING AND APPROVE ORDINANCES BY 

TITLE ONLY PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 36934 
 

In order to expedite the conduct of business at City Council meetings, California State 
Law (California Government Code Section 36934) allows Ordinances to be read by title 
if a majority of the legislative body supports the motion to waive the full reading.  
Recommendation: It is staff recommendation that the City Council approve a general 
motion to waive full reading and approve Ordinances by title only pursuant to California 
Government Code Section 36934. 
 

 

2. APPROVAL OF JULY 8, 2019 CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

July 8, 2019 - Closed Session and Regular Meeting Minutes  
Recommendation:  
It is staff recommendation that the City Council approve the attached minutes. 
 

 

4. WARRANT REGISTERS AND WIRE TRANSFERS 
 

In approving the action of receiving and filing the warrant registers, the official minutes 
of the Bell Gardens City Council should state that each individual member of the City 
Council is not voting on, influencing the outcome of, or participating in approving, 
accepting, receiving or filing any warrant which bears the name of the same council 
member, or pays for any costs or expenses, or otherwise benefits the same named 
council member. Each council member will not be participating, influencing or voting on 
any such warrant bearing their name or which benefits the same named council 
member, but with that exception is voting in favor of receiving and filing all other 
warrants contained in this report, unless otherwise noted on the record at the time of 
the approval of the action required by this report.  
Recommendation:  
It is staff recommendation that the City Council receive and file the warrant registers, 

wire transfers, and net payrolls dated 06/20/19, 06/25/19, and 07/02/19. 

 
 

5. MAY 2019 TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer's Report is a list of cash and investments for the month.  
Recommendation:  
It is staff recommendation that the City Council receive, approve, and file the May 
2019 Treasurer's Report. 
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DISCUSSION (Items No. 6-8) 
  
6. AMENDMENT WITH KOA CORP FOR PARKING STUDY PROPOSAL 
 

Staff was directed by Council to evaluate parking demand and capacity within the 
southern portion of the City. KOA Corp offered the best pricing for this project for 
$41,890 which will result in a parking study analysis documenting existing parking 
supply, demand, vehicle origin, residential density as well as recommended actions.  
Recommendation:  
It is staff's recommendation that the City Council approve Resolution 2019-38 

authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement with KOA Corp. to conduct a 

parking study in two neighborhoods in the southern part of Bell Gardens. 

 
City Manager Michael O’Kelly introduced the item.  
 
Director of Public Works Chau Vu provided a PowerPoint Presentation.  
 
Council Member Rodriguez asked for a breakdown of the specific items that would be studied. 
 
Director of Public Works Chau Vu introduced KOA Corp Senior Planner Carlos Velasquez to 
provide further detail. 
 
After further discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Cortez, and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Flores, to approve Resolution No. 2019-38 authorizing the City Manager to execute an agreement 
with KOA Corp. to conduct a parking study in two neighborhoods in the southern part of Bell 
Gardens. 
 
The motion carried 4-0 with the following vote. 
 
AYES:  Council Members Rodriguez, Barcena; Mayor Pro Tem Flores; Mayor Cortez 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Council Member Aceituno  
ABSTAIN: None 

 
7. DISCUSSION ON BGPD POLICY 413 IMMIGRATION VIOLATIONS 

Briefing on Bell Gardens Police Department policy and procedure regarding immigration 
violations and recent history of participation in U.S Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
Operations and ICE Detainers. 
Recommendation: 

 It is staff recommendation that City Council receive and file this report. 
 
City Manager Michael O’Kelly introduced the item.  
 
Chief of Police Fairfield gave PowerPoint presentation. 
 
After further discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Cortez, and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, 
to receive and file this report. 
 
The motion carried 4-0 with the following vote. 
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AYES:  Council Members Rodriguez, Barcena; Mayor Pro Tem Flores; Mayor Cortez 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Council Members Aceituno 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
8. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELL 

GARDENS AMENDING CHAPTER 16.40 TO PROHIBIT THE SALES AND USE OF 
ALL FIREWORKS WITHIN THE CITY 

 
Fireworks Ordinance banning all fireworks, including Safe and Sane Fireworks, in the 
City of Bell Gardens by the amendment of Chapter 16.40 (Fireworks) of the City of Bell 
Gardens Municipal Code.  
Recommendation:  
It is staff recommendation that the City Council waive second reading and adopt 
Ordinance No. 894 amending Chapter 16.40 of Title 16 of the City of Bell Gardens 
Municipal Code, in its entirety, in order to implement a total ban of all fireworks, including 
those referred to as "safe and sane" fireworks. 
 

City Manager Michael O’Kelly introduced the item.  
 
Interim Assistant City Attorney Marc Tran gave an oral report. 
 
Council expressed support for bringing the City’s 4th of July event back. 
 
After further discussion, a motion was made by Council Member Rodriguez, and seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Flores, to waive second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 894 amending Chapter 
16.40 of Title 16 of the City of Bell Gardens Municipal Code, in its entirety, in order to implement 
a total ban of all fireworks, including those referred to as "safe and sane" fireworks. 
 
The motion carried 4-0 with the following vote. 
 
AYES:  Council Members Rodriguez, Barcena; Mayor Pro Tem Flores; Mayor Cortez 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Council Members Aceituno 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS UNDER THE SUBJECT MATTER 
JURISDICTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  
 
Stella Ursua commented on the GRID Alternatives-Greater Los Angeles free solar cost program 
and the Transformative Climate Communities Grant and provided flyers for Council. 
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
Council Member Rodriguez thanked everyone in attendance, directors and staff. She also 
thanked the new council for making these difficult decisions. She stated changes needed to be 
made in order for the City to move forward.   
 
Council Member Barcena thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He also commented on 
his efforts to search for other parking solutions and the possibility of residents legally parking in 
front of their driveways. He also provided an update on the Aquatics Center Ad Hoc Committee.  
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Mayor Pro Tem Flores thanked everyone for attending the Council meeting. She directed staff to 
install banners on Eastern Avenue and Garfield Avenue honoring the active men and women of 
the military. She also requested recycle bins to be installed throughout the City. She asked staff 
to look into placing soap dispensers and changing stations outside of the men and women’s 
restrooms at the parks. She also directed the City Manager to move forward with the efforts to 
beautify the City through a new art competition held among Bell Gardens High School Students 
that would allow them to paint the City’s electrical boxes. She emphasized this would help create 
City pride among Bell Gardens residents. She also mentioned bringing a farmers market and in 
this way promoting a healthier lifestyle throughout the City. She provided an update on the 
Aquatics Center Ad Hoc Committee and commented on their efforts to provide accessible 
transportation to nearby aquatics facilities. She also directed the City Attorney to provide Council 
with a review of the nepotism ordinance that was previously passed during the next council 
meeting. Lastly, she thanked everyone for attending and thanked the City Manager for doing a 
great job. She dedicated the meeting to the U.S. women’s soccer team for their win. 
 
Mayor Cortez thanked everyone for attending the Council meeting. She thanked Council Member 
Barcena for bring up the possibility of residents legally parking in front of their driveways. She 
also commented on the banners and asked the City Manager if banners could be placed for the 
students during graduation day. She thanked Mayor Pro Tem Flores and expressed her 
excitement for bringing a farmers market to the City.  
 
CLOSED SESSION REPORT  
Interim City Attorney Rick Olivarez stated that the City Council recessed into Closed Session with 
all members being present to discuss items No. 1 through 3 on the Closed Session Agenda. He 
stated with respects to item No. 1 City Council received a briefing from staff to determine this 
matter, but no final action was taken in Closed Session. He stated there was nothing further to 
report at this. He stated with respects to item No. 2 the City Council continued the evaluating of 
the City Clerk from the previous City Council meeting and no final action was taken. He also stated 
with respects to item No. 3 the City Council agreed to accept the resignation of the City Clerk with 
a 4-1 vote with Council Member Aceituno voting no. He further stated that the City Clerk, in 
exchange for a total of 6 months’ severance, partial being paid by the City’s JPIA, would agree to 
enter into a separation release agreement with terms, which would be negotiated with the City 
Attorney and the City Clerk. He also stated that the agreement would be brought back to Council 
for approval at a later date.  
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS (Continued) 
 
Mayor Cortez announced “The Devil We Know” documentary screening on Thursday, August 29, 
2019 at 5:30 p.m. at Bell Gardens High School hosted by the Assembly member Cristina Garcia’s 
office and the City and asked everyone to save the date. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Mayor Cortez adjourned the City Council meeting at 7:51 p.m.  
 
 

             _______________________________ 
                                                                                   Vanessa Quiroz 

        Acting City Clerk 
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CITY OF BELL GARDENS
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

AGENDA REPORT  
Item 4.

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
BY: Will Kaholokula, Director of Finance and Administrative Services

Nicholas Razo, Administrative Services Manager
Christian Navarro, Administrative Specialist

SUBJECT: CLAIM REJECTION
DATE: August  12, 2019

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is staff recommendation that the City Council reject the following claims and the claimants
and/or their representatives be notified:
 

Edwin Cruz v. City of Bell Gardens (DOE 11/24/2018; DOR 05/22/2019)
Parra et al v. City of Bell Gardens (DOE 10/1/2018; DOR 4/2/2019 )

  
The City's general liability claims administrator, Carl Warren & Company, recommends that these
claims be rejected.  The claimants, subject to certain exceptions, shall have up to six months to
file a court action subsequent to the City Council's rejection.
 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
The City Clerk's Office received the claims and City staff directed the claims to the City's general
liability claims administrator Carl Warren & Company for processing, review, and investigation.

CONCLUSION: 
After carefully reviewing and investigating the claims, Carl Warren & Company and City staff
determined that the City is not liable for the claims and recommend rejection. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
No fiscal impact. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Exhibit A - Claim Rejection Letter (Cruz, Edwin)
Exhibit B - Claim Rejection Letter (Parra et al)

APPROVED ELECTRONICALLY BY:
Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
Marc Tran, Interim Assistant City Attorney for Rick R. Olivarez, Interim City Attorney
Will Kaholokula, Director of Finance and Administrative Services
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CITY OF BELL GARDENS 
Human Resources Department 

7100 Garfield Avenue, Bell Gardens, CA  90201 
www.bellgardens.org  

 
 

(562) 806-7700 
 

 

 
June 25, 2019 
 
 
Edwin Cruz c/o 
Michael H. Artan 
Michael H. Artan, APC 
One Wilshire Blvd, Suite 2200 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
 
 
Subject: Claim for Damages: Edwin Cruz vs. City of Bell Gardens 
 Date of Event: November 24, 2018 
 Date Claim Filed:  May 22, 2019 
  
 
Dear Mr. Edwin Cruz: 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the claim which you presented to the City Clerk of the 
City of Bell Gardens on May 22, 2019, was rejected on June 24, 2019. 

WARNING 
 
Subject to certain exceptions, you have only six (6) months from the date of this notice 
was deposited in the United States mail to file a court action on this claim. (See 
Government Code Section 945.6). You may seek the advice of an attorney of your 
choice in connection with this matter. If you desire to consult an attorney, you should do 
so immediately. 
 
Please be advised that if it is determined that a lawsuit arising out of this denied claim is 
frivolous, the City of Bell Gardens intends to seek attorney’s fees and costs from the 
plaintiff and/or the plaintiff’s attorney pursuant to state law, including but not limited to 
Code of Civil Procedure, Section 128.5. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nicholas Razo 
Administrative Services Manager 
City of Bell Gardens 
 
cc:  Carl Warren & Co. 
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PO Box 2411, Tustin, CA  92781 

Tel: 657-622-4200 | Fax: 866-254-4423 | www.carlwarren.com 
CA License #2607296 

 

 

 

April 4, 2019 

 

 

TO: City of Bell Gardens 

 

ATTENTION: Nick Razo  

 

     RE: Claim   : Parra et al vs. Bell Gardens 

   Claimants  : Fabian Parra, Ricardo Parra Jr., Rene Parra,  

Oscar Parra & Minerva Vargas 

   Member  : City of Bell Gardens 

   Date Rec’d by Mbr : 4/2/19 

   Date of Event  : 10/1/18 

   CW File Number : 1993267 CBV 

 

Please allow this correspondence to acknowledge receipt of the captioned claim.  Please take the 

following action: 

 

• CLAIM REJECTION:  Send a standard rejection letter to the claimant. 
 

Please include a Proof of Mailing with your rejection notice to the claimant.  An exemplar copy 

of a Proof of Mailing is attached.  Please provide us with a copy of the Notice of Rejection and 

copy of the Proof of Mailing.  If you have any questions feel free to contact the assigned adjuster 

or the undersigned claims specialist. 

 

       Very Truly Yours, 

 

       CARL WARREN & CO. 

       Timothy M. Varon 
       Timothy M. Varon 

       Claims Supervisor 
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CITY OF BELL GARDENS
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

AGENDA REPORT  
Item 5.

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Michael B. O’Kelly, City Manager
BY: Chau L. Vu, Director of Public Works

 
SUBJECT: DRIVEWAY PARKING PERMIT SURVEY
DATE: August  12, 2019

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is staff recommendation that the City Council provide staff direction on whether to pursue an
ordinance allowing residents to park in front of their own driveways.    

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 
Parking spaces are in high demand in the entire city.  Although the California Vehicle Code
prohibits motorists from parking cars so that they block driveways, it also specifically allows cities
to create permit programs to allow property owners to park in front of their own driveways.  For
Bell Gardens, this would potentially free up 1,000 parking spaces within the city since there are
about 1,000 single family units.  Allowing 2 or more units to block a private driveway would
be difficult to control with multiple tenants and pose a safety concern in case of
emergencies.          
 
Staff surveyed several cities that adopted parking programs for residents to park in front of their
own driveways.  Below is the summary of the survey. 
  

 Lawndale Long Beach Santa Monica San Francisco
# of units on lot one house per lot exclusive use of one

(1) household on 1
unit

1 unit Commercial
only

1-2 units

Term of parking
permit

1 year Calendar year 1 year No permit required

Minimum Driveway
requirement

N/A 8' in width At least 20’ in length Vehicle does not
extend into
sidewalk

Vehicle registered to
property?

Yes. No. Driveway
parking permits are

address and
location specific.

No. Yes, vehicle’s
license plate is

registered to the
building’s address

How many permits 1 per property, may
be used by visitors

to applicant’s
address

1, may be
transferred between
vehicles registered

to the same address

TBD by permit N/A

Other Requirements parking district must
be at least 3,600
contiguous linear

feet,
At least two-thirds

driveway parking
permit will not be

issued for driveways
located within

twenty-five feet
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(2/3) of the
households sign

petition

(25') of a corner or
within fifteen feet

(15') of a fire
hydrant

District or Citywide? District District District Citywide
FEES $5-10K (applicant

pays traffic study)
$170.00 initial

+35.00 renewal
$15.00 N/A

 
If staff was to develop a parking program, it would be most similar to the City of Long Beach.
Staff has attached the permit application from the City of Long Beach as an example.  Should the
City Council decide to proceed with a parking permit program, an ordinance would need to be
established to set forth procedures and requirements for the proposed program.  A fee would
also be charged to defray the cost of administering the program.

CONCLUSION: 
Should the City Council decide to proceed with this parking program, an  ordinance would need to
be established to set forth procedures, requirements, and fees for the proposed program.  
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
A fee would be charged to defray the cost of administering the program.  The proposed fee could
be the same cost for an encroachment permit which is set at $140 for issuance and inspection.
      
 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description
Exhibit 1 - City of Long Beach Permit Application
Exhibit 2 - Parking Survey

APPROVED ELECTRONICALLY BY:
Michael B. O'Kelly, City Manager
Marc Tran, Interim Assistant City Attorney for Rick R. Olivarez, Interim City Attorney
Will Kaholokula, Director of Finance and Administrative Services
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DRIVEWAY PARKING PERMIT SURVEY 

 Lawndale Long Beach Santa Monica San Francisco 

# of units on 

lot 

one house 

per lot 

exclusive use of 

one (1) 

household on 1 

unit 

1 unit 

Commercial 

only 

1-2 units 

Term of 

parking 

permit 

1 year Calendar year 1 year  No permit 

required 

Minimum 

Driveway 

requirement 

N/A 8' in width At least 20’ in 

length 

Vehicle does 

not extend 

into sidewalk 

Vehicle 

registered to 

property? 

Yes. No. Driveway 

parking 

permits are 

address and 

location 

specific.  

No. Yes, vehicle’s 

license plate 

is registered 

to the 

building’s 

address 

How many 

permits 

1 per 

property, may 

be used by 

visitors to 

applicant’s 

address 

1, may be 

transferred 

between 

vehicles 

registered to 

the same 

address 

TBD by 

permit 

N/A 

Other 

Requirements 

parking 

district must 

be at least 

3,600 

contiguous 

linear feet, 

At least two-

thirds (2/3) of 

the 

households 

sign petition  

driveway 

parking permit 

will not be 

issued for 

driveways 

located within 

twenty-five 

feet (25') of a 

corner or 

within fifteen 

feet (15') of a 

fire hydrant 

  

District or 

Citywide? 

District District District Citywide 

FEES $5-10K 

(applicant 

pays traffic 

study)  

$170.00 initial 

+35.00 renewal 

$15.00 N/A 

 

*Issuance of a driveway parking permit does not guarantee a parking space if there is insufficient space 

between other legally parked vehicles. 
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